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Worship Focus  

Jesus IS the “Christ” – the Anointed One 
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THE ORDER OF SERVICE 
Common Service  Christian Worship, p. 15 

The Common Service © Northwestern Publishing House 1993. All rights reserved.   
Used by permission, including hymns 91, 239, 89, 93, 439 and Psalm 45 Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-714955 

 

OPENING HYMN  91 – The Star Proclaims the King Is Here 

 

 
 

INVOCATION 
 

Minister In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   

 
 Congregation               A            -         men. 
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M Beloved in the Lord:  Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 

our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

C Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and 

failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 

eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus 

Christ, I pray: Lord have mercy on me a sinner. 

 

LORD HAVE MERCY (Kyrie) 
 

 
 

ABSOLUTION 
 

M God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit.  

 
 

M   In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord: 

 

Glory be to God the Father, Glory be to God the Son, 

Glory be to God the Spirit, Great Jehovah, Three in One! 

Glory, glory While eternal ages run! 

 

Glory be to him who loved us, Washed us from each spot and stain; 

Glory be to him who bought us, Made us kings with him to reign! 
Glory, glory To the Lamb that once was slain!  (239:1,2) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M The Lord be with you. 

 
 
M Let us pray.  Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan you 

proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Keep us 

who are baptized into Christ faithful in our calling as your children and make us heirs 
with him of everlasting life; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

 

THE WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 42:1-7  

Isaiah prophesies the coming of the LORD’s servant, the Messiah.  God anointed Jesus 

with the Spirit from his birth.  God proclaimed Jesus as his beloved Son at his baptism. 
 

ISAIAH 42:1
 “Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 

    my chosen one in whom I delight; 
  I will put my Spirit on him 

    and he will bring justice to the nations. 

 

  
42:2

 He will not shout or cry out, 
    or raise his voice in the streets. 

 

  
42:3

 A bruised reed he will not break, 
    and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out. 

  In faithfulness he will bring forth justice; 

 

    
42:4

 he will not falter or be discouraged 
  till he establishes justice on earth. 

    In his law the islands will put their hope.” 

 
  

42:5
 This is what God the LORD says-- 
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  he who created the heavens and stretched them out, 

    who spread out the earth and all that comes out of it, 
  who gives breath to its people, 

    and life to those who walk on it: 

 

  
42:6

 “I, the LORD, have called you in righteousness; 
    I will take hold of your hand. 

  I will keep you and will make you 

    to be a covenant for the people 
    and a light for the Gentiles, 

 

  
42:7

 to open eyes that are blind, 
    to free captives from prison 

    and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness. 
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PSALM      Psalm 45 
Refrain Tune: Kermit G. Moldenhauer. © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer (admin. Northwestern Publishing House).  

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
 

My heart is stirred by a | noble theme* 

as I recite my verses | for the King. 
 

You are the most excel | lent of men,* 

and your lips have been anoint | ed with grace. 
 

Gird your sword upon your side, O | Mighty One;* 

clothe yourself with splendor and | majesty. 
 

In your majesty ride forth vic | toriously;* 

let your right hand display | awesome deeds.   Refrain 
 

Your throne, O God, will last for ever and | ever;* 

a scepter of justice will be the scepter of your | kingdom. 
 

You love righteousness and hate | wickedness;* 

therefore God has anointed you with the | oil of joy. 
 

I will perpetuate your memory through all gener | ations;* 

therefore the nations will praise you for ever and | ever. 
 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit, 

as it was in the be | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen.    Refrain 
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SECOND LESSON  Acts 10:34-38                                                          
Peter proclaims “the good news of peace through Jesus Christ,” whom “God 

anointed…with the Holy Spirit and power.” 

 
ACTS 10:34

 Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God does not 
show favoritism 

35
 but accepts men from every nation who fear him and do what is right. 

36
 You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, telling the good news of peace 

through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 
37

 You know what has happened throughout 
Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached-- 

38
 how God anointed 

Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good 

and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him. 

 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY 
 

O mighty Father, in your Son You loved me ere you had begun 

This ancient world’s foundation. 

Your Son has made a friend of me, And when in spirit him I see, 

I joy in tribulation. 

What bliss Is this! He is living, To me giving 
Life forever; Nothing me from him can sever. (79:3) 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

After the announcement of the Gospel the congregation responds: 

 
 

 

GOSPEL  Matthew 3:13-17  

God the Father proclaims Jesus as God the Son by the words, “this is my Son…”  The 
Holy Spirit descended (anointed) on Jesus to help him in his ministry. 

 
MATTHEW 3:13

 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 
14

 

But John tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to 
me?” 

3:15
 Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all 

righteousness.” Then John consented. 
3:16

 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment 

heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on 

him. 
17

 And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well 
pleased.” 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

After the reading of the Gospel the congregation responds: 
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REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM 
 

M Holy Baptism is the means of grace by which our Father in heaven connects us with 

Christ in his life, death, and resurrection. The apostle Paul says: “Don’t you know 

that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We 

were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ 
was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 

If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united 

with him in his resurrection. For we know that our old self was crucified with him so 
that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to 

sin—because anyone who has died has been freed from sin. Now if we died with 

Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. For we know that since Christ was 

raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. The 
death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. In the 

same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.”  

 In Holy Baptism, God takes away our sins and gives new life in Christ our Lord. We 
solemnly renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways; we confess the gift of 

faith in God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 

RENUNCIATION AND CONFESSION OF FAITH 

M I ask you: Do you reject the devil along with all his lies and empty promises? 

C Yes, and I ask God to help me. 

 

M Do you believe in God, the Father almighty? 

C Yes, I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

  maker of heaven and earth. 
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M Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son? 

C Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

  born of the virgin Mary,  

  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell.  

 The third day he rose again from the dead.  

 He ascended into heaven  

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

M Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

C Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

  the holy Christian Church,  

  the communion of saints,  

  the forgiveness of sins,  

  the resurrection of the body,  

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

M Do you intend to continue in this faith, to be diligent in the use of Word and 
sacrament and in faith and action remain true to God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—

as long as you live? 

C Yes, and I ask God to help me. 

 

M Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the new birth 

of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with his 

grace to life everlasting. 

C Amen. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 89 – To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord 
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SERMON 

 Isaiah 42:1-7 

 

Inauguration Promises 
1. The Christ promises to serve us with Gospel Justice 

2. The Christ promises to serves us with Gospel Freedom 

 

 

PRAISE AND PRAYER 
 

 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
 

 
 

 

FRIENDSHIP REGISTER and GATHERING OF OFFERINGS 

 

MUSICAL OFFERTORY 

 

INSTALLATION OF CALVARY’S ELECTED OFFICERS 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

As people created, redeemed and called by the Lord in baptism to be His children, let us 

pray to Him as dear children ask their dear father. 
 

Brief silence 
 

Gracious Father, at the Jordan River, You called Jesus Your beloved Son in whom You 

are well-pleased. Assure us that because we, in Baptism, have put on Christ, You also 

call us Your beloved and are well-pleased with us. Renew us by the Holy Spirit as Your 

baptized children, so that we walk in newness of life, considering ourselves dead to sin 
and alive to You in Christ Jesus. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Gracious Father, Your Son humbled Himself to be baptized at the Jordan River. Give 

humility also to all pastors today and to our Synod and district leaders, so that they serve 

You faithfully. Open the lips of every preacher boldly to proclaim repentance and 
forgiveness of sins, as John did. And open the ears of each of us to hear and believe Your 

holy words. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Gracious Father, look in mercy on all those who govern our country and the nations 

around the world. Give them courage to defend what is right and correct what is wrong. 

Give them hearts that care for those who are vulnerable. Defend those who serve in the 
armed forces and all who labor to keep us safe. Allow commerce and the arts to flourish 

in ways that benefit all people. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Gracious Father, at His Baptism, Your Son took on Himself all our frailties and the 

results of our sinfulness. Comfort [… and] all who mourn. Extend Your healing hand to 
[… and to] all who need Your care. Assure them of Your promise that even when Your 

people walk through the fire, the flames will not consume them. Lead them to see that 

they need not fear, for You are with them. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Into Your hands, gracious Father, we commend ourselves and all those for whom we 

pray, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, 

as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and 

forever.  Amen. 
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SERMON HYMN 93 – Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 
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PRAYER AND BLESSING 

 

M Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from 

above. Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and 
edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and 

confess your name as long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

M The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 
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CLOSING HYMN  439 – Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

After worship, please feel free to stay and greet your neighbors. 

 


